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     I rise in support of this legislation to support the families
of fallen service men and women. The bill offers access to
State veteran homes to parents who have lost a child serving
in the Armed Forces. While this service is currently available
to some parents, we must recognize that any parent who has
lost even one child should be given our support and care.

     Madam Speaker, it is easy to understand the profound
sacrifices that members of the armed services make daily in
the service of their country. However, sometimes we forget
that their fathers, mothers, husbands, wives and children
also sacrifice deeply. When we memorialize the service of a
dead servicemember, we must not forget the pain and
sacrifice that their family has also endured.

     Madam Speaker, this bill represents an important step
forward in honoring the sacrifices of not just our
servicemembers, but their families as well. I urge the support
of my colleagues.


